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PRE-CUT

T O O L S  N E E D E D : I T E M S  T O  P U R C H A S E :
• Cordless Drill (12 V or Higher)
• #2 Square Drive Bit
• 5/16” Drill Bit
• Hammer
• 6’ Step Ladder
• Tape Measure
• Square Utility Knife with Blade and Hook Blade
• Speed Square
• Chalk and Chalk Line

• Shingles
• Drip Edge
• Paint
• Caulk, Optional

For Quantities See The Kit Packing List Included

S I Z E S :  8x8, 8x10, 8x12, 8x14, 8x16, 10x10, 10x12, 10x14, 10x16, 10x18, 10x20, 
12x12, 12x14, 12x16, 12x18, 12x20, 12x24
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5. Locate the OSB sheathing. Following the FLOOR LAYOUT DIAGRAM 
set the OSB sheeting in place, using the speed square, make sure the
OSB is flush with the 2x4 on both sides.

6. Secure the OSB sheathing in place by fastening it with 2” nails to
the 2x4’s every 6-8 inches. Note: Runners shown under floor in photoNote: Runners shown under floor in photo
are to aid with forklift movement, but are not supplied as part of the kit.are to aid with forklift movement, but are not supplied as part of the kit.

2. Floor Construction: Locate the FLOOR LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet.
Referring to the diagram, find and place the rim boards and floor joists
on a level surface, spacing them as shown on your floor diagram layout. 
Your layout may look different than the one shown due to the size of
your unit.

3. Start at the corner and use the speed square to make sure the corner 
is flush and fasten with 3” nails.

4. Next square up the floor. To square the floor, use a tape measure
to find the distance from one corner to the other, then measure the
diagonal between the remaining 2 corners. If the two measurements
are the same, then your floor is already squared. If they aren’t, adjust
the floor until the measurements are the same.

THANK YOU for purchasing 
from Little Cottage 
Company! 
If you have questions 
during assembly, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us.
CALL: 330-893-4212

1. TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION of your new building, first locate the 
Layout diagrams (Wall, Roof, etc.) along with the Kit Packing List that is 
included with your assembly manual. Please see the Kit Packing List 
for items you will need to purchase to help assemble this kit. You 
will be following the Layout diagrams provided for placement and 
using this Assembly Manual as a guideline.
NOTE: A 12x16 building with runners was used for the pictures shown 
in this assembly manual.
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7. Side Wall Construction: Using the WALL LAYOUT DIAGRAM
sheet. Locate the 2x4 studs and the top and bottom plates for the side
wall section and lay them out as shown in your diagram.

8. To create a side interior wall, fasten the 2x4 studs with 3” nails, in
between the 2x4 top & bottom plates.

9. Next locate the 7/16”x5-1/2” OSB top plate. Place it on top of the 2x4
as shown, keep flush on the bottom side (inside of wall top plate), and
flush on side.

10. Fasten with 2” nails.

11. Now you are ready to install the Smartside siding. Refer to the
SMARTSIDE LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet for placement. Note: There will
be a 3” skirt at the bottom.

12. Install the first piece of siding, keeping flush at end.

Keep 
FlushKeep 

Flush
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13. Keep siding up agains the OSB top plate. 14. Fasten with 2” nails.

15. Fasten the first piece all along the top. 16. Make sure that you always fasten the top first and keep flush with
the 2x4 top plate.

18. Continue installing the Smartside siding.17. Then fasten at the bottom plate, making sure it is flush and squared.
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19. Mark the trusses 2’ on center. 20. Once completed. Move off to the side.

21. End Wall Construction: Using the WALL LAYOUT DIAGRAM
sheet. Locate the wall plates, and framing for the front wall that has the
door.

22. Use the WALL LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet to locate the studs for the
front wall with door.

23. Fasten together with 3” inch nails. 24. Completed
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25. Attach temporary bracing at the bottom of the door opening
framing. Its important to make sure the measurement is exact - 8’ wide
units are 48” and 10’ & 12’ wide units are 60”.

27. Following the WALL LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet. Locate the truss pieces for the top of the front end wall (side with the door). Match up trusses to
the corresponding letters A, B, and C. These will need to be turned the correct way or they wont fit. Secure with 3” nails.

28. Slide the truss up against the temporary OSB that you attached to 
the top plate. Fasten together keeping it flush on the outside edge as 
shown. Repeat on the other side.

29. Locate the (3) “collar tie” pieces for the front end wall framing (side 
with door) according to the WALL LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet. Note: The 
top of 8’ siding will be attached to the collar tie.

26. Temporarily install the piece of 7/16 x 3 1/2 x 20 OSB to the top
plate. Measure out 5 1/2” from the edge of the top plate as shown, and
fasten with screws. Repeat on the other side.

Match Corresponding 
Letters

A

C

A

B B
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30. Center the bottom collar tie, then place the other two collar ties on
top so the ends meet at the center of the bottom collar tie. NOTE: The
top two collar ties are on the outside of the framing to fasten siding.

31. Fasten the end of the collar tie to the truss as shown, repeat on
the other side. Note: You may need to temporarily block up the truss to
make this step easier.

32. Completed front end wall/door framing. 33. Next, following the SMARTSIDE LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet, layout
the front end wall siding (side with door). For placement, overlap the
siding 3” out past the bottom plate.

35. At the top of the siding measure 3-1/2” out from the end of the 2x4 
top plate. Once you have measured everything fasten the siding with 2” 
nails around the perimeter.

Collar Tie Collar Tie

3-1/2”

34. And then overlap 3-1/2” out past the side of the bottom plate. When 
fastenening, do the bottom of wall first.

3”

3-1/2”

Collar Tie
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36. Following your SMARTSIDE LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet place the
siding at the top of the front end wall.

37. Optional caulking is recommended. Fasten with 2” nails.

38. Completed front end wall with door opening. Set aside. 39. Next following your WALL LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet, layout the
framing for the back end wall. Fasten together using 3” nails, 2” on
center.

40. Following the WALL LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet. Put together the top
of the back end wall in the same manner as you did previously for the
top of the front end wall.

41. Following your SMARTSIDE LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet place the
siding into position using the same measurements as Steps 33, 34 &
35. Repeat on the other side.
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42. Again following your SMARTSIDE LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet place
the remaining siding into position, caulk (opt.), and fasten with 2” nails.
Your back end wall is completed. Set aside.

43. Next, locate four rake pieces, two short and two long. You will be
installing these on the front end wall (with door opening).

44. For rake installation, measure 2” from the top edge of the truss, and mark with pencil as shown.

46. Now fasten the 2x3 rake, keeping the rake flush with the 7/16” OSB
roof sheeting as shown.

45. Place the 2x3 rakes into position at the 2” marks, as shown.

RAKE

2”

2” Mark

2” Mark
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47. Finish installing all the rakes. Your front end wall rakes are now
complete.

48. Install the remaining 4 rakes on the back end gable wall in the same 
manner. Your back end wall rake is complete.

49. Flip the back end wall upside down. Next is the truss assembly. 50. Locate all the truss parts. Using the previously assembled gable
truss as a template, layout all trusses.

51. Next, layout gusset. 52. Install OSB gussets, as shown, and secure with 2” nails to start the
truss assembly.
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53. Continue installing OSB gussets, as shown, 3 pieces per side. 54. Pickup the truss, as shown and flip it over in order to attach the OSB 
gussets on the opposite side.

55. Now install OSB gussets on opposite side, using the 2” nails to
finish truss assembly.

56. Continue assembling trusses until all trusses are complete.

57. Locate the door trim, door stop and barrel bolt block for the front
end wall that has the door opening.

58. Using 2” nails, install the top door stop first, then install the sides,
keeping them all flush with the top of the 2x4’s (not the siding).
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59. Install the barrel bolt block in the center of the header, and secure
with 2” nails.

60. Install the 2 3/4” trim around the door and secure with 3” nails.

61. Completed door trim. 62. Next you will be placing the side wall(s). Set a side wall into position, 
placing it on the very edge of the floor.

63. Keep the wall flush at the end and pushed in with your foot, as
shown.

64. From the outside, and still applying pressure with foot, fasten the
wall to the floor using 2” nails.
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66. Repeat the steps for the opposite side.

67. Next, locate the front end wall (with door opening) and unscrew the
temporary piece of OSB.

68. Set the front end wall into place, lifting it so the bottom of the wall
plate sits on the interior floor.

70. Keep the truss flush with the OSB top plate.69. Make sure the wall is pushed in completely and is flush against
the floor.

65. From the inside, fasten the wall to the floor, using 3” nails and
spacing them every 2 feet.
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72. Next, using 2” nails, install the kick plate below the door opening,
keeping it flush with the top of the floor, and between the trim.

75. Next, set the back end wall into place, keeping it flush, and fasten
to the floor and sides in the same manner as the front end wall.

73. From the outside, fasten the wall to the side of the floor, using 2”
nails, spacing them every 8 inches.

76. From the inside, fasten both the front and back walls to the floor,
using 3” nails, every 2 feet.

74. Then fasten both sides of the wall, using 2” nails, spacing them
every 8 inches.

71. Measure the width of the door opening, making sure you have 48” 
for 8’ wide units, or 60” for 10’ and 12’ wide units.
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77. Next is truss placement. Locate trusses and place them inside the
building.

78. Place the first truss into position, using the marking that you made
in Step 19.

79. Keeping it flush on the outside of the top plate, fasten with 3” nails
where marked. Put a nail on each side and on the front.

80. Install the remaining trusses, placing each 24” on center. 24” on
center is critical for your roof sheeting placement that will come later.

81. This step is for units 14’ or longer. Omit this step for 8’ to 12’ long units. For collar tie placement: Locate remaining collar ties for your building...
14’ thru 16’ long units get (1) set of three, and are placed on the top plate and centered. 18’ thru 24’ long units get (2) sets of three, placed 8’ apart.
Use 3” nails to fasten.

COLLAR TIES

24”
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82. Roof Construction: Locate OSB roof sheathing. Following the ROOF LAYOUT DIAGRAM sheet for placement, place roof sheathing onto
trusses, beginning with top section and fasten with 2” nails. Continue on with the remaining pieces until the roof is completed.

83. Attaching Corner Trim: Next locate (4) pieces aluminum corner
trim. Fasten one piece of trim to each corner on the unit, using white
aluminum nails every 14” on each side of trim.

84. Door Construction: Locate doors. Place right door into position
leaving a 1/8” between the door and the top trim. Keeping the door flush
against the trim on the side, fasten using (2) 2 1/2” black headed screws,
per hinge, then fill in the remaining screw holes with 1 1/4” screws.

85. Making sure the doors align, repeat installation with left door in the
same manner.

86. From the inside, using 1 1/4” screws install the barrel bolt on the top
left of the right hand side door, turning it so the barrel is facing upwards.
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87. Then, using 1 1/4” screws install the barrel bolt on the bottom left of
the right hand side door, turning it so the barrel is facing down.

89. Use the same method for the top of the door and into the barrel
bolt block.

88. Keeping the door shut, tap the barrel bolt down against the floor so
it makes a mark. Using a 5/16” drill bit, drill a hole into the mark. Slide
the barrel into the hole to lock it.

90. Installing the latch. Place larger part of latch into position on the
right hand door as shown, and fasten using 1 1/4” black screws.

91. Place the smaller portion of the latch on the left door, lining it up
so when you flip the large latch over top of the small latch that the hole
and the twist knob line up. Fasten using 1 1/4” black screws.

92. Attaching Drip Edge: Next you will be installing the drip edge.
Drip edge is not included in kit, see Packing List for the amount needed
to purchase.
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93. Fasten the drip edge around the perimeter of the roof. Using 3/4”
nails, space them every 12” along the entire edge of the building.

94. Shingle Installation: Shingles are not included in kit, see Packing 
List for the amount needed to purchase. Begin by chalking a line on both
sides of the roof and aligning the starter shingles on each side.

95. Finish installing the first row along the chalk line. Do this for both
sides of the roof.

96. Then continue to install the remaining shingles in a staggered
fashion.

97. Once all the shingles are installed on both sides of the roof you will
install the ridge cap. Cut the first ridge cap as shown and place the cap
on the peak of the building.

98. Finish installing the remaining ridge caps so they overlap, then
install the final end cap as shown.
Construction is now complete and your primed building is now ready
for paint. Refer to the Kit Packing List for the required paint quantities
to purchase.




